Management of Distance Education

Credit Transfer: At present, a student of open university is
prohibited from continuing his studies in the middle of the course in a
conventional university and vice-versa. In order to remove this 'watertight
compartment' approach to education, it is desirable, that the State Open
University Dr.B.R.A.OuU. should take a lead in collaboration with other
universities in developing courses that are common to both the streams
of education. This calls for credit transfer of such courses which has
to be initiated, encouraged and facilitated.

Two major problems: Despatch of reading materials and conduct
of various examinations and publication of results have been the two
major areas with which the students and observers are most unhappy.
The two problems are as old as the Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University
itself. Students without material and counsellors without syllabus are
unhappy and helpless spectators. Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University
being the first Open University in the country, has the great responsibility
of finding ways and means for developing efficient, economic and
satisfactory delivery of reading materials and conduct of examinations,
thus setting an example for 'newcomers'.

Pioneering efforts of this kind are always faced with difficulties.
The experience obtained so far by Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University
should be reviewed to suggest measures for improvement and reforms
in the Open University to suit the social, cultural and economic context
of our country. Distance/open Education has come to stay. The problem
is 'how to shape it' to make it hopeful, and useful. The burden is mostly,
on the first Open University of the country, i.e.,Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open
University.
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